Review Sheet HR 7,8,9: Revolutionary War, Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution
Test Tuesday November 6, 2018
1. Causes of the American Revolution: Why did the Colonists want freedom from Great Britain? 
· Unfair Taxes (Sugar Act, Stamp Act, Tea Act)

· Unfair Laws (Proclamation of 1763, Intolerable Acts, Quartering Act)
· British policy of Mercantilism (Colonies could only trade with Great Britain)

· Boston Massacre 
· Distance between the United States and Great Britain 

· Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” – It is the best choice for the colonies to be independent from Great Britain  
2. Declaration of Independence: Who inspired the Declaration of Independence? Why can this document be considered a turning point in U.S. History?  
· Declared independence from Great Britain 

· Listed grievances (Complaints) against the king (Why they wanted to break up with Great Britain) 
· EVERY person has 3 Natural Rights (life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness) 

· Job of the Government is to protect these rights and if they don’t protect these rights then the people can revolt and get rid of the government. 
3. Articles of Confederation: Why did the Founding Fathers set up the government this way? What were they scared of? 

· First U.S. government

· Weak federal government

· States had too much power (taxes, military)

· Shay’s Rebellion showed weakness of central government  
4. Constitutional Convention: How did the Founding Fathers address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?  
· Founding fathers called the constitutional convention to come up with a new type of government 

· Federalists (strong federal government; wanted to ratify the Constitution) vs. Anti-Federalists (states and individuals need more power; want a Bill of Rights to protect the rights of the people) 

· Great Compromise – small states and large states agree on representation 

· Creates the Congress (2 houses=bicameral legislature) 

· Senate (2 for each state)

· House of Representatives (based on population) 

· 3/5 Compromise – Representation of slaves in the South

· Slave Trade Compromise 

5. United States Constitution: How does the Constitution make sure that no one gets too much power?   
· Separation of Powers = 3 Branches of Government share power
· Legislative - Congress

· Executive - President

· Judicial- Supreme Court 

· Checks and Balances – each branch of government checks each other to make sure one branch does not have too much power (prevent another king) 

· Federalism (National and State Governments both get power) 

· Bill of Rights – Protects the rights of the Individual (ex: Freedom of Speech) 
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“. . . Every thing that is right or reasonable pleads for separation. The blood of the slain, the weeping voice of nature cries, ’TIS TIME TO PART. . . .”

— Thomas Paine, Common Sense

1. In this quotation, Thomas Paine is trying to convince the colonists to

(1) accept the Proclamation of 1763

(2) break a treaty with Spain

(3) declare their independence from England

(4) dissolve their alliance with France
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The main reason the Articles of Confederation were replaced as the basis of the United States government was that they

(1) lacked provision for a national congress

(2) declared that political protests were unconstitutional

(3) placed too many restrictions on the activities of state governments

(4) failed to give the central government enough power to govern effectively
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

 



— Preamble to the United States Constitution

3. In this passage, the authors are stating that
(1) both men and women should have equal voting rights

(2) state governments created the United States government

(3) sovereignty belongs to the people of the nation

(4) people obtain their rights from their monarch
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4. The authors of the Declaration of Independence used the phrase “Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness” to identify

(1) natural rights 



(3) States rights

(2) legal rights 



(4) economic rights

Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. The main purpose for writing the Declaration of Independence was to

(1) declare war on Great Britain

(2) force France to support the Revolutionary War

(3) convince Great Britain to abolish slavery

(4) state the colonists’ reasons for separating from Great Britain

Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. At the Constitutional Convention of 1787, which problem was solved by the Great Compromise?

(1) developing the method of electing a president

(2) designating control of interstate commerce

(3) outlining the structure of the federal court system

(4) establishing the formula for representation in Congress
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. In the United States Constitution, the power to impeach a federal government official is given to the

(1) House of Representatives

(2) President

(3) State legislatures



(4) Supreme Court
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. The Great Compromise reached at the Constitutional Convention resulted in the

(1) formation of the Supreme Court

(2) creation of a bicameral legislature

(3) development of a two-party system

(4) ban on the importation of enslaved Africans
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Federalism is best defined as a principle of government that

(1) divides power between the central government and state governments

(2) includes a system of checks and balances

(3) allows the states to nullify national laws

(4) places the most power in the hands of the legislative branch

Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. One way that the British government carried out the policy of mercantilism was by 

(1) promoting free trade between its colonies and Europe 

(2) prohibiting the transatlantic trade in enslaved Africans 

(3) encouraging the development of colonial manufacturing and trade 

(4) requiring that most colonial trade occur within the British Empire
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 “Senate Rejects Supreme Court Nominee” 

“Supreme Court Declares National Recovery Act (NRA) Unconstitutional” 

“Congress Overrides Truman Veto of Taft-Hartley Act” 

11. Each of these headlines illustrates the use of 

(1) reserved powers

(2) checks and balances 

(3) executive privilege
(4) federal supremacy
Explanation:  _______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
